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Greece has signiIcantly strengthened anti-counterfeiting enforcement in recent years. 
Greek authorities, particularly the Unteragency Mnit for Darket Control (AUDEH), Customs 
authorities and the Pellenic Oolice, have intensiIed both physical and online market 
inspections, increasingly relying on administrative enforcement measures, expedited 
destruction procedures and cross-border cooperation with EM institutions such as the 
EMUO’ and the European Oublic OrosecutorSs ’:ce (EOO’). Ht the same time, the rise of 
e-commerce enforcement, online marketplace monitoring and implementation of the EM 
Aigital •ervices Hct (A•H) have reshaped the enforcement landscape. This chapter provides 
an overview of the anti-counterfeiting framework in Greece, focusing on its legal basis, 
enforcement mechanisms and preventive strategies.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

The key legislative instruments governing anti-counterfeiting enforcement in Greece include4

7 the Trademark Law /65932020, which implements the EM Trademark Airective 
(201832/;63EC) and the EM enforcement of the UOR Airective (200/3/z3EC)K

7 Law 2/1531996 ratifying the Pague Hgreement concerning the international deposit 
of industrial designs, Oresidential Aecree 28931995 implementing the provisions of 
the Hgreement and governing national design protection, and Oresidential Aecree 
16132002 transposing Airective 9z3513EC on the legal protection of designsK[1]

7 Law 15;;319z5 on technology transfer, inventions and technological innovation, as 
amended, and Law ;96632011, implementing the UOR Airective (200/3/z3EC)K

7 the Mnfair Competition Law 1/63191/K

7 the Criminal CodeK

7 the Code of Criminal OrocedureK

7 the Code of Civil OrocedureK

7 EM Regulation 60z3201; on customs enforcement of UO rights, as implemented 
by Regulation 1;823201; and amended by Regulations 8z23201z, 120932020 and 
202/32;99K

7 Law /51232020 (as amended by Law /58;32020), amending Law ;;5532008, 
establishes the inter-agency market control unit and regulates the seijure and 
destruction of counterfeit and pirated goodsK

7 Law 80993202/ implementing Regulation (EM) 202232068 on the A•H, establishing a 
digital single market and amending Airective 20003;13ECK and

7 the Hnti-Oiracy and ’nline Enforcement Rules (Law 815932028), amending articles 
68H and 66E of the Greek Copyright Law (Law 21213199;).

NATIONAL CONTEXT

GreeceSs geographic position, economic proIle and role in international trade routes make it 
particularly vulnerable to counterfeiting, especially as a transit hub between Hfrica, Hsia and 
Europe. Fey entry points for counterfeit goods include the ports of Oiraeus and Thessaloniki, 
as well as ma“or land border crossings such as Fipoi, Oromachonas and Fakavia. The 
tourism sector also contributes to seasonal increases in counterfeit sales, while ”ea markets 
and street vendors remain signiIcant distribution channels.
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Aespite these challenges, Greece has strengthened its enforcement framework through 
enhanced inter-agency cooperation, operational coordination and EM support. Greece 
actively participates in anti-counterfeiting initiatives under the European Dultidisciplinary 
Olatform Hgainst Criminal Threats (EDOHCT), including ’peration üake •tar, ’peration 
LMAM• and ’peration •PUELA. Ut also uses the EMUO’Ss Hnti-Counterfeiting Untelligence 
•upport Tool and UO Enforcement Oortal.

Ht the national level, the Pellenic Undustrial Oroperty ’rganisation (’BU) regularly organises 
training seminars for enforcement authorities, often in cooperation with the EMUO’, to 
improve counterfeit detection and awareness of evolving market trends. Greece has also 
become more integrated into EM enforcement and intelligence-sharing mechanisms. Un 
this context, Hthens hosted the Unternational UO Enforcement •ummit 2028, organised with 
EMUO’ support under the theme q•tronger UO Enforcement in the Aigital HgeW, re”ecting 
GreeceSs growing role in regional anti-counterfeiting coordination.

BORDER MEASURES

Border measures are a central component of GreeceSs anti-counterfeiting framework due 
to the countrySs strategic location along trade routes linking Hsia, the Diddle East and 
Europe. Da“or entry points, particularly the Oort of Oiraeus, make Greece an important hub 
for the inspection and seijure of counterfeit goods in transit or destined for the domestic 
market. Commonly intercepted products include clothing, footwear, accessories, electronics, 
perfumes and toys, mainly originating from China and T–rkiye and transported through 
container shipments, postal and courier services and air cargo.

Greek border enforcement is governed by Regulation (EM) 60z3201;, which establishes 
procedures for the detention and destruction of counterfeit goods.

CUSTOMS APPLICATION FOR ACTION

Rights holders may reXuest Customs surveillance by Iling an application for action (HüH) 
through the UO Enforcement Oortal. HüHs may be national (valid only in Greece) or EM 
wide (covering multiple member states, including Greece). Hpplications generally include 
details of the protected UO rights, information on genuine products, guidance for identifying 
counterfeit goods and authorised contacts. ’nce approved, an HüH remains valid for one 
year and may be renewed annually.

DETECTION AND SUSPENSION OF SUSPECT GOODS

Vhen goods suspected of infringing UO rights are detected4

7 Customs authorities suspend the release or detain the goodsK

7 rights holders must conIrm within 10 working days whether the detained goods are 
counterfeit € otherwise, the goods are releasedK

7 importers or consignees are also notiIed of the detention and may either consent 
to or oppose the suspension of goods, or choose not to respond to the Customs 
notiIcationK and

7 if importers or consignees ob“ect to the suspension of goods, rights holders must 
promptly initiate legal proceedings to determine whether UO rights have been infringed 
and notify Customs accordingly to ensure that the goods remain detained until the 
conclusion of the litigation proceedings.
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To support the detection process, Greek Customs o:cers use4

7 risk-analysis systems to assess origin, type and consignment patternsK

7 targeted inspections at high-volume points of entry, such as the port of Oiraeus, Vest 
Httica Customs (previously Elefsina Customs), Thessaloniki and Hthens Unternational 
HirportK and

7 J-ray scanning and physical checks, especially for containers originating from 
high-risk “urisdictions.

Greek Customs is known to be responsive and willing to cooperate with rights holders, 
which often provide training sessions or updated brand manuals to help inspectors identify 
suspicious goods.

SIMPLIFIED PROCEDURE AND DESTRUCTION OF GOODS

Uf the rights holder conIrms that the goods are counterfeit and the importer does not ob“ect 
to their destruction, Customs can proceed with the simpliIed destruction procedure under 
article 2; of Regulation 60z3201;.

Fey features include4

7 No court proceedings are reXuired if there is no ob“ection from the importer within the 
speciIed period.

7 Goods are destroyed at the expense of the rights holder.

7 •torage costs are also borne by the right holder, particularly in cases of seijures 
carried out by the ma“or Customs o:ces, such as those in Oiraeus and Thessaloniki.

This procedure is e:cient and widely used in Greece, enabling the rapid blocking of 
counterfeit goods.

SPECIAL CASES: IN TRANSIT GOODS

H common challenge in Greece, given its shipping prominence, involves goods in transit (ie, 
items entering Greek territory destined for non-EM countries). Regulation 60z3201; does not 
set out any provisions intended to render Philips/Nokia ineffective or mitigate its impact.[2] 
Nevertheless, the Greek Trademark Law introduced a provision € already included in the 
EM Trademark Regulation (201531001) € that permits Customs authorities to intervene in 
cases involving goods in transit if they bear a trademark that is identical to, or cannot be 
distinguished in its essential elements from, an EM or Greek trademark, even when the goods 
are not destined for the EM market. This right is extinguished if the holder of the goods 
provides evidence demonstrating that the trademark owner would not be entitled to prohibit 
the use of the mark in the country of Inal destination. This legal mechanism allows Customs 
to seije counterfeit goods declared as in transit, shifting the burden of proof to their holder 
to establish non-infringement.

Nonetheless, the principles established in Philips/Nokia remain pertinent in areas beyond 
trademark law, and in some instances, they present signiIcant hurdles to the seijure of 
counterfeit goods that clearly infringe copyright protections.

NOTABLE CASE OF BORDER ENFORCEMENT
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Recent large-scale enforcement operations further illustrate GreeceSs strategic importance 
in EM customs enforcement. H notable example is ’peration Calypso, coordinated by 
the European Oublic OrosecutorSs ’:ce in 2028. The investigation uncovered a criminal 
network involving fraudulent Chinese imports routed through Greece, including customs 
duty evasion, QHT fraud, counterfeit and undervalued goods, shell companies and falsiIed 
shipping documentation. The operation resulted in the seijure of more than 2,/00 shipping 
containers at Oiraeus, coordinated raids across 1/ countries, arrests € including customs 
o:cers € and the freejing of luxury assets and bank accounts, with estimated losses 
exceeding M500 million. The case illustrates the increasing sophistication of counterfeit 
supply chains, GreeceSs strategic role in EM trade routes and the countrySs deeper integration 
into EM-wide enforcement operations.

MARKET ACTIONS

Vhile border controls play a crucial role in intercepting counterfeit goods before they 
enter Greece, domestic market surveillance remains eXually important in preventing the 
distribution and sale of counterfeit products within the country. Darket enforcement actions 
focus on identifying, seijing and removing counterfeit goods that have either bypassed 
border controls or been produced domestically.

These actions are carried out by several enforcement authorities, often in cooperation with 
rights holders, and target a broad range of commercial environments, including retail shops, 
street markets, warehouses and logistics facilities.

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES

The principal authorities involved in market enforcement include4

7 AUDEH€  the  leading  authority  for  domestic  anti-counterfeiting  enforcement, 
responsible for inspections, seijures and administrative sanctions under Law 
/51232020.

7 Pellenic Oolice (Economic Crime Aivision) € responsible for criminal investigations, 
raids and arrests, particularly in organised crime cases.

7 The üinancial and Economic Crime Mnit € investigates large-scale Inancial and 
tax-related offences connected to UO infringement.

7 Dunicipal police and regional authorities € active mainly in inspections of small retail 
outlets, open-air markets and street vendorsK and

7 The Pellenic Coast Guard and Customs authorities € involved primarily in port-related 
and border enforcement actions.

Noint inspections between enforcement authorities are common, particularly in tourist jones 
and commercial hubs associated with counterfeit trade.

SCOPE OF INSPECTIONS AND RAIDS

Darket inspections commonly target4

7 retail shops, street vendors and informal marketsK

7 tourist areas such as Olaka, Donastiraki and ’monia in Hthens, Thessaloniki and 
islands including Corfu, Crete and RhodesK

7 storage facilities and logistics centres used for distributionK
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7 wholesale suppliers dealing in bulk counterfeit goodsK and

7 seasonal or pop-up businesses operating during periods of high consumer demand.

Unspections may be performed either ex o:cio by the authorities (systematic operations 
based on risk proIling) or following complaints, tip offs or intelligence provided by the right 
holders.

Auring an inspection, authorities typically seije goods suspected of being counterfeit, 
prepare a seijure report specifying the Xuantity of the items and the relevant infringed UO 
rights and promptly notify the rights holder € providing sample photographs of the seijed 
goods to enable conIrmation of their counterfeit nature.

Aepending on the authority conducting the raid, as well as the urgency and speciIc 
circumstances of each operation, rights holders should promptly conIrm whether the goods 
in Xuestion are counterfeit. Unfringers may either acknowledge the counterfeit nature of the 
goods or raise ob“ections.

DESTRUCTION OF COUNTERFEIT GOODS

Vhere seijed goods are conIrmed as counterfeit and no ob“ection is raised, they are 
promptly destroyed under the supervision of the competent authorities. Uf the seijure is 
contested, the goods remain stored pending the outcome of the proceedings. Aepending on 
the applicable procedure, storage and destruction costs may be borne either by the infringer 
or the rights holder.

Notably, in cases involving AUDEH where the infringer acknowledges the counterfeit nature 
of the goods, the counterfeit items are destroyed at no cost to the rights holder. Un such 
instances, rights holders are neither notiIed of the seijure at the time it occurs nor reXuired 
to conIrm the counterfeit status of the goods. Donthly reports are issued, detailing the 
Xuantities seijed per brand without disclosing the identities of the infringers. üurther, 
speciIc information regarding each seijure € including the number of items seijed and the 
corresponding seijure reference number € is uploaded to the rights holderSs qsuspicious case 
roomW on the UO Enforcement Oortal for informational purposes.

ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES AND SANCTIONS

Vhen counterfeit goods are identiIed during market surveillance operations, the responsible 
parties may be sub“ect to both administrative penalties and criminal prosecution, depending 
on the scale of the infringement and the enforcement authority involved.

AUDEH primarily focuses on the seijure and destruction of counterfeit goods and is 
empowered to impose administrative Ines of up to M100,000, depending on the Xuantity of 
items conIscated. Criminal proceedings are initiated ex o:cio only when AUDEHSs operations 
are conducted in collaboration with another enforcement authority, such as the Pellenic 
Oolice. Un contrast, the police and •A’E usually form criminal case Iles, which are referred 
to the public prosecutionSs o:ce.

AUDEH has become the central anti-counterfeiting enforcement body in Greece, with 
enforcement activity increasing signiIcantly in recent years. Hccording to Igures presented 
at the Unternational UO Enforcement •ummit in Hthens, between Nanuary and Nune 20284

7 11,/;5 inspections were conductedK

7 521 violations were identiIedK

Greece: border measures, market actions and online
protection Explore on WTR

https://worldtrademarkreview.com/guide/anti-counterfeiting-and-online-brand-enforcement/2026/article/greece-border-measures-market-actions-and-online-protection


 RETURN TO SUMMARY

7 Ines exceeding M2 million were imposedK

7 6;1 online shops were inspectedK and

7 ;9 websites or webpages were taken down.

Enforcement activity continued to intensify in 2026. Un Darch 2026 alone, AUDEH seijed 
nearly /2,000 counterfeit goods, imposed Ines exceeding M22/,800 and initiated criminal 
proceedings in cooperation with cybercrime authorities. H separate operation in Crete 
resulted in the seijure and destruction of 1z,51; counterfeit items and the imposition 
of Ines exceeding M9z,000. These operations primarily targeted counterfeit apparel, 
footwear, accessories, cosmetics and fast-fashion products, re”ecting the Greek authoritiesS 
increasing commitment to domestic UO enforcement.

CRIMINAL PROSECUTION

Greek law provides for criminal sanctions in cases of intentional UO infringement, particularly 
in relation to trademarks and copyright.

Mnder article /8 of the Greek Trademark Law, intentional trademark infringement constitutes 
a criminal offence. Criminal proceedings are initiated following the Iling of a criminal 
complaint by the rights holder. Oenalties include imprisonment of at least six months and 
Ines of no less than M6,000.

Commercial-scale or professional infringements are treated as aggravating circumstances. 
Un cases involving the unlawful use of identical marks for identical or similar goods, 
particularly where substantial proIts are sought or signiIcant damage is threatened, 
penalties increase to a minimum of two yearsS imprisonment and Ines ranging from M6,000 
to M;0,000. Parsher treatment also applies to repeat or professional offenders.

Copyright infringement is criminalised under article 66 of the Greek Copyright Law and 
prosecuted ex o:cio.  The basic offence is punishable by a minimum of one yearSs 
imprisonment and a Ine of at least M2,900. Vhere the infringement is committed for 
substantial Inancial gain or causes signiIcant damage, penalties are increased to a 
minimum of  two yearsS  imprisonment  and a  Ine  of  at  least  M6,000.  Un  particularly 
serious cases involving professional or commercial-scale infringement, the law provides for 
imprisonment of up to 10 years and a Ine of at least M18,000.

üurther,  published in Nanuary 2026,  the Hrt  üorgery and Cultural  Peritage Hct (Law 
825132026) signiIcantly strengthens the protection of artworks and cultural heritage. 
Ut  criminalises the manufacture,  sale  and possession of  counterfeit  artworks when 
accompanied by intent to distribute. Ut also introduces enhanced enforcement measures, 
including the destruction of counterfeit items and increased penalties, with imprisonment of 
up to 10 years and Ines of up to M;00,000 in serious cases.

Un addition to specialised UO offences, general criminal law provisions relating to fraud, forgery 
and the distribution of illicit goods may also apply, depending on the circumstances. Criminal 
provisions are likewise contained in Greek unfair competition legislation.

Aesign, patent and plant variety infringements are not generally criminalised under Greek 
law. Powever, article 15(5) of Law 15;;319z5 criminalises false patent marking. Hny person 
falsely indicating that a product is protected by a patent may face imprisonment of up to one 
year, a monetary penalty, or both.
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CIVIL ENFORCEMENT

Greek  UO  legislation  has  fully  implemented  the  EM  Enforcement  of  UOR  Airective 
(200/3/z3EC). Un cases of UO rights infringement, action may be pursued before the civil 
courts.

MAIN INFRINGEMENT ACTIONS

Un the context of main infringement actions, the rights holder may reXuest4

7 permanent cessation of the infringing activitiesK

7 refrainment from future infringing activityK

7 destruction, conIscation or withdrawal of the infringing productsK

7 moral and material damagesK and

7 publication of the “udgment in the press or online, at the infringerSs expense.

Remedies under the Irst three of these points are also available against intermediaries. 
Un many cases, courts may caution the losing party with a penalty for each breach of the 
“udgment.

Vhen calculating damages, the negative economic conseXuences suffered by the rights 
holder € including loss of proIts and proIts made by the infringer € are taken into account. 
Aamages may also be calculated based on hypothetical royalties.

The rights holder may Ile a petition for in“unction before the competent Irst-instance court. 
Un“unctive measures are ordered, provided that the element of urgency is prevalent in the 
circumstances of a particular case.

Vhen Iling the petition for in“unction, the rights holder may also apply for a temporary 
restraining order, which is granted in cases where the petitioner proves the existence of a 
prima facie serious infringement as a matter of exceptional urgency. Ex parte proceedings 
are possible in this context but rare in practice.

MEDIATION

Law /6/032019 introduces a compulsory initial mediation session before the courts prior to 
the hearing of cases arising from patent, trademark and industrial design infringements. This 
session, along with proof of the lawyerSs compliance with the obligation to inform the client 
in writing about the option of mediation, has become a prereXuisite for the admissibility of a 
main infringement action under the new provisions.

ANTI-COUNTERFEITING ONLINE

The rapid  expansion of  e-commerce and social  media  driven commerce in  Greece 
has  signiIcantly  reshaped  the  counterfeit  trade  landscape.  Hs  traditional  markets 
become increasingly regulated, infringers are progressively exploiting the anonymity and 
cross-border reach of digital platforms to distribute counterfeit goods. Hddressing this 
online dimension has therefore become a priority for public authorities, rights holders and 
intermediaries.

Counterfeit goods are most commonly distributed through4

7
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online marketplaces such as HliExpress, Hmajon, eBay and •kroutj.gr,  where 
counterfeit products are often intermingled with legitimate listings and offered at 
unusually low pricesK

7 social media platforms, including üacebook Darketplace, Unstagram, TikTok and 
VhatsHpp, which facilitate covert peer-to-peer transactionsK

7 fraudulent online shops, which imitate legitimate brand owners or authorised retailersK 
and

7 drop-shipping channels, enabling direct shipment from foreign suppliers with limited 
traceability and enforcement visibility.

Un many cases, sellers operate anonymously, relying on disposable accounts, encrypted 
messaging services and offshore hosting infrastructure to evade detection.

Greece has progressively developed a strengthened enforcement framework to address 
online counterfeiting. Fey institutional actors include4

7 The cybercrime division of the Pellenic Oolice, which conducts digital investigations, 
supports domain takedown procedures and cooperates with prosecutors and rights 
holdersK

7 AUDEH, which monitors e-commerce platforms and social media and may reXuest the 
Pellenic Telecommunications and Oost Commission to deactivate infringing websites 
€ in 202;, the Hdministrative Court of Hppeal upheld a AUDEH order for the removal 
of infringing contentK and

7 traditional enforcement bodies such as •A’E, which also handle online counterfeiting 
cases, typically based on complaints supported by digital evidence (including 
screenshots, test purchases and transaction data).

Greece has also implemented the A•H through Law 80993202/, strengthening intermediary 
obligations and online consumer protection.

Un parallel, rights holders beneIt from a combination of statutory and administrative 
enforcement mechanisms. Mnder articles 11 and 1; of Oresidential Aecree 1;13200; 
(transposing the E-Commerce Airective),  they may reXuest  the removal  or  blocking 
of infringing content. Hrticle 66E of Law 21213199; further establishes an expedited 
notice-and-takedown mechanism through the Committee for the NotiIcation of Copyright 
Unfringement, enabling Unternet service and hosting providers to swiftly remove infringing 
material. Hrticle 6/H additionally provides for in“unctive relief against intermediaries whose 
services are used for infringing activities.

The  new  Hnti-Oiracy  and  ’nline  Enforcement  Rules  (Law  815932028)  expand  the 
administrative sanction regime under article 68H of Law 21213199;. Orivate individuals who 
access pirated content are sub“ect to an administrative Ine of M580, which is increased to 
M1,800 in cases of repeat infringement. Pigher-tier sanctions apply to operators, platforms 
and intermediaries, including increased Ines and the possibility of service restrictions. The 
law applies broadly to any person or entity involved in accessing, hosting or facilitating 
access to infringing content within Greece.

The same law also substantially amends article 66E, strengthening the out-of-court 
enforcement  framework by  clarifying the standing of  rights  holders  and their  legal 
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successors while reinforcing available enforcement mechanisms. These improvements 
include the introduction of dynamic website blocking, enhanced coordination among 
competent authorities and an expanded procedural mandate for the Unternet Unfringement 
NotiIcation Committee, thereby improving its overall effectiveness in addressing online 
infringement.

EMERGING DIGITAL ENFORCEMENT TOOLS

Hlongside legislative and enforcement developments, Greece is increasingly adopting 
technology-driven monitoring tools to combat online counterfeiting. H key development is 
the NEDE•U• tool, announced at the Unternational UO Enforcement •ummit 2028. NEDE•U• is 
an HU-assisted monitoring system designed to detect counterfeit activity across online shops 
and digital marketplaces. Ut is expected to support compliance assessments relating to 
e-commerce transparency obligations, identify suspicious or infringing listings and facilitate 
enforcement actions against illegal sellers. The tool also aims to enhance coordination 
with domain registrars and platform operators, re”ecting a broader shift toward automated 
detection, platform accountability and data-driven enforcement.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES AND STRATEGIES

Beyond enforcement, a comprehensive anti-counterfeiting strategy includes preventive 
measures aimed at deterring counterfeit trade before it occurs.

Fey preventive strategies include4

7 UO rights registration and Customs procedures € rights holders should ensure that 
their UO rights are properly protected and regularly updated in Greece. Un addition, 
they should submit applications for customs intervention and maintain valid customs 
decisions to enable timely and effective border enforcement.

7 Training for enforcement authorities € some progress is being made in this area 
through the implementation of a training programme by the ’BU in collaboration with 
the EMUO’. This initiative contributes to eXuipping customs and law enforcement 
o:cials with the necessary skills to identify and act against counterfeit goods.

7 •upply-chain controls € implementing robust monitoring and auditing mechanisms 
for suppliers and distributors is critical to prevent unauthorised manufacturing and 
diversion within the supply chain.

7 Darket and online monitoring € rights holders should consistently monitor both 
physical marketplaces and digital platforms for unauthorised use of their UO, enabling 
early detection and response to infringement.

7 Consumer education € awareness-raising efforts targeting consumers are also 
underway, notably through ’BUSs participation in the HMTPENTUCUTUE• programme. 
These initiatives help highlight the risks associated with counterfeit products and the 
value of genuine goods.

7 Hdoption of anti-counterfeiting technologies € brand owners increasingly employ 
technologies such as holograms, OR codes, radio freXuency identiIcation tags 
and  blockchain-based  tracking  systems  to  authenticate  products  and  deter 
counterfeiters.
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Hlthough signiIcant progress has been made in enforcement training and consumer 
awareness, further coordinated action remains necessary to strengthen the remaining pillars 
of a comprehensive anti-counterfeiting strategy.

ENDNOTES
[1] Ht EM level, the applicable framework includes Regulation (EM) 202/32z22 amending 
Council Regulation (EC) No 632002 on Community designs and Airective (EM) 202/32z2; 
on the legal protection of designs and models. Un light of the EM Aesign Reform, further 
amendments to Greek legislation are expected to ensure full harmonisation.
[2] C-//6 and /98309.
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